[A case of miliary tuberculosis showing acute respiratory failure during pregnancy].
A 36-year-old Philippine woman had had fever and general fatigue from September, 2006 (11th week of pregnancy). She was admitted with high fever, general fatigue and dyspnea on October 16, 2006 (13th week of pregnancy). A chest radiograph on admission showed bilateral miliary shadows and ground glass shadows. She already had severe hypoxia on admission. As acid-fast bacilli were positive in urine (Gaffky 8) and sputum (Gaffky 1), we diagnosed as miliary tuberculosis and pulmonary tuberculosis complicated with acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS). We treated her with antituberculosis chemotherapy, corticosteroid, sivelestat sodium hydrate, direct hemoperfusion using a polymyxin B immobilized column, and mechanical ventilation, but she died due to respiratory failure. We emphasize that in this case pregnancy has the risk of to causing disease progression of miliary tuberculosis and we should treat immediately and intensively for miliary tuberculosis complicated with ARDS.